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Instructions for Installing Anti-Slip  
Stair Nosings on Concrete Steps 
(Using Adhesive and Concrete Drive  
Nails or Masonry anchors) 

Tools and Materials Needed:
•	 Antislip stair nosings

•	 High-quality construction adhesive  
(polyurethane-based or epoxy-based)

•	 Concrete nails or masonry anchors

•	 Hammer or nail gun (for concrete nails)

•	 Drill with masonry drill bit  
(if using anchors or require pilot holes)

•	 Tape measure

•	 Pencil or chalk for marking

•	 Clean cloth or brush

•	 Vacuum or broom

•	 Knee pads

•	 Safety gear  
(gloves, safety glasses, dust mask,  
hearing protection)

STEP-BY-STEP INSTALLATION:

1. 	PREPARATION:

•	 Clean the Concrete Steps: Ensure the steps are 
clean, dry, and free from dust, debris, or loose 
particles. Use a broom or vacuum to clean the 
surface, and if needed, wipe with a damp cloth to 
remove fine particles.

•	 For Stubborn Contaminants: If the steps have 
been exposed to grease, oil, or chemicals, clean 
them using a concrete cleaner or degreaser. Allow 
the surface to dry completely. For outdoor steps, a 
pressure washer can be used for deeper cleaning.

•	 Check for Cracks or Uneven Surfaces: Patch any 
cracks or uneven spots with concrete repair filler 
and allow it to dry fully before continuing.

•	 Ensure Dryness: The steps must be fully dry 
before applying adhesive, as even small amounts of 
moisture can affect the bonding strength.

2. 	POSITION THE STAIR NOSING:

•	 Test Fit the Nosings: Place the antislip stair nosing 
onto the leading edge of each step, ensuring it fits 
properly. Align the front edge of the nosing with the 
front lip of the step, making sure it sits evenly.

•	 Mark the Fixing Points: Using a tape measure, mark 
positions for concrete nails or anchors approximately 
every 300 mm (12 inches) along the length of the 
nosing. Make sure there is at least one fixing near each 
end (about 50 mm (2 inches) from the edge).

3. 	APPLY ADHESIVE:

•	 Use the Correct Adhesive: Apply a high-quality 
construction adhesive, ideally polyurethane or epoxy-
based, that is suitable for bonding metal to concrete.

•	 Evenly Distribute Adhesive: Apply a continuous 
bead along the entire length of the underside of the 
nosing, concentrating on the back edge. For wider 
nosings, apply a zig-zag pattern in addition to the 
continuous bead to ensure thorough coverage and 
avoid air pockets.

4. 	POSITION AND SECURE THE NOSING:

•	 Place the Nosing: Carefully position the stair 
nosing on the step and press down firmly, ensuring 
it adheres to the step surface. Adjust its position as 
needed while the adhesive is still workable.

•	 Temporary Weights (Optional): To ensure strong 
contact, place weights (like bricks or sandbags)  
on top of the nosing while the adhesive sets.
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•	 Weatherproofing for Outdoor Steps: To protect 
outdoor installations from water ingress, apply a 
weatherproof sealant along the edges of the nosing after 
installation. This helps prevent water from getting under 
the nosing, which can cause deterioration over time.

•	 Use of Stainless Steel Fixings: In outdoor or humid 
environments, consider using stainless steel or 
galvanized concrete nails or screws to prevent rusting, 
prolonging the lifespan of the fixings.

•	 Regular Maintenance: Periodically check the stair 
nosings, especially in high-traffic areas. If any 
loosening or adhesive failure is detected, reapply 
adhesive or replace nails as needed to maintain safety 
and compliance.

•	 Compliance with Standards: Ensure that your 
installation adheres to relevant Australian Standards 
such as AS 1428 (accessibility requirements) and  
AS 1657 (safe access for workplaces). 

 
	 SAFETY TIPS:

•	 Personal Protection: Wear gloves, safety glasses, and 
a dust mask while working with concrete, adhesives, 
and nails. Use knee pads to reduce strain when 
kneeling on steps.

•	 Ventilation: Ensure adequate ventilation when working 
indoors with adhesives, as many products release 
fumes during the curing process.

•	 Hearing Protection: If drilling into hard concrete or 
using power tools, consider wearing hearing protection 
for added safety.
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STEP-BY-STEP INSTALLATION (Continued):

5. 	FIX THE STAIR NOSING WITH CONCRETE NAILS 
OR MASONRY ANCHORS:

•	 Nailing: Drive concrete nails into the marked 
positions. For particularly hard concrete, drill pilot 
holes using a masonry drill bit. The holes should 
be slightly smaller than the nails for a snug fit. 
Hammer the nails in securely.

•	 Using Masonry Anchors (Alternative Fixing):  
If using anchors, pre-drill holes with a masonry bit 
at the marked points, insert the anchors, and fix the 
nosing. Use stainless steel anchors for maximum 
durability in corrosive outdoor or extreme industrial 
environments.

•	 Spacing: Nails or anchors should be spaced 
approximately 300 mm apart, ensuring good 
coverage along the length of the nosing.

6. 	CLEAN UP AND ADJUST:

•	 Wipe Excess Adhesive: Immediately clean off any 
excess adhesive that may have squeezed out from 
under the nosing before it dries.

•	 Final Alignment Check: Check that the nosing is 
properly aligned with the step edge and make any 
necessary adjustments while the adhesive is still wet.

7. 	CURING TIME:

•	 Allow Adhesive to Cure: Follow the adhesive 
manufacturer’s guidelines for curing time. Typically, 
it will take 24 hours for the adhesive to fully set. 
During this period, avoid any foot traffic on the steps 
to ensure a secure bond.

•	 Outdoor Installation Considerations: If installing 
outdoors, ensure the weather conditions are dry and 
mild for the duration of the curing time, as cold or 
wet conditions can affect adhesive performance.

8. 	FINAL INSPECTION:

•	 Inspect the Installation: Once the adhesive has 
fully cured, inspect the stair nosing to ensure all 
nails or fixings are secure and there are no loose 
edges or gaps.

•	 Light Pressure Test: Carefully apply light pressure 
by stepping on the nosing to confirm that it is firmly 
attached and does not shift or move.

•	 Outdoor Installation Considerations: If installing 
outdoors, ensure the weather conditions are dry and 
mild for the duration of the curing time, as cold or 
wet conditions can affect adhesive performance.

ADDITIONAL TIPS FOR  
LONG-TERM DURABILITY:


